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as Balzac remarked in his answer, which was dated February, 1849, that he had written seven times to his mother since his return to Wierzchownia in September, and that he did not like to send letters continually, because they were franked by his hosts. He goes on to say rather sadly, that it will not do for him to trespass on the hospitality offered him, because, though he has been royally and magnificently received, he has still no rights but those of a guest. On the subject of his neglect to write to his nieces, he is very angry, and cries in an outburst of irritability : " It seems strange to you that I do not write to my nieces. It is you, their grandmother, who have such ideas on family etiquette ! You consider that your son, fifty years old, is obliged to write to his nieces 1 My nieces ought to feel very much honoured and very happy when I address a few words to them; certainly their letters are nice, and always give me pleasure." * A postscript to the letter contains the words: "Leave the house in the Rue Fortune'e as little as possible, 1 beg you, because, though Francois is good and faithful, he is not very clever, and may easily do stupid things."
Balzac followed this with another letter, which apparently impressed on his mother that to please the Wierzchownia family she must behave very well to him; and this communication naturally annoyed Madame de Balzac even more than the preceding one.
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